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My Lords of Council and Seſſion, Your 


Stirling, to Your Lord/hips 


Humbly Sheweth, OE 

Hat whereas, in all mutyal Declarators depending betwixt Us and the 
| Dean of G14, in relation to the Priviledge of Tradeing,yourLord- 
MM fhips Repealed our Declarator z And ſuſtained the Declarator raiſed 
. ©. by the Deanof Guild; and found that a Tradeſman cannot Mer- 
thandiſe unleſs he Renouncehis Trade: As. to which we humbly Repreſent, 
that this being a Matter of General cocernment to all the Craftimen of the Na- 
tion, and to Us in particular., Wehbpmbly crave Lieveto lay before your 
Lordſhips the followingGrounds, why our Declarator ought to be Suſtain- 
ed, and that we ought ro be Allowed to Trade inthe Particulars mentioned in 
our Declarator, viz. "That we may Tradein Buying and Selling the Native 
Commodities of the Countrey, and Tranſport the Native Commodities by Land, 
and Retail Forraign Commodities, providing.we Buy the ſame from a Mer- 
chand and Guild Brother of any Royal Burgh without being Obliged to Re- 
nounce our Craft, and that for theſe Reaſons. als | os 
\. T. Tris provided by the '57þ. Aft in the Year. , 1672, that it ſhall be 
Leifiny eo any of Mis Molten toner... O5 any Perſon 4hat-ſhall Buy from 
"Ref bF Oce nr Land, all manner of Cornes that are of theGrowth afghe 
Kingdom, all manner oft Cattel, .Coals, Salt, and Waol, Skins, Hydes and 
-Ml other Native. Commodities, of the Kingdom, which is Confirmed by the 
22th;A& in the Year, 1690 3 by which 1t is provided,. that the Exporting 
by'Sea, of all Native Commodlities of the Kingdom, doth (belong to Ereemen 
Tnhabitants of the Royal Burrows, except Carnes, Cattel, Horſe, Sheep, 
Mettels, as to-which, it is left to any Perſon to Tiradein: As alfo, all 
the Leidgesare Allowed to Tranſport by Land, all Native. Commodities: 
©  2.: By the ſaid A@ 1690, the Inhabitantsof Burghs of Regality, Baronies, 
and others, are atlowed to Trade .in Buying and 'Selling all -Native Commo- 
dities,. and likewiſe to retail all Forraign Commodities, providing they buy 


theſe Forraign Commodities from-ſame of: the Freemen ofthe;Royal Barows 
*by which it is evident that. any perſqn whether Merchant. or Tradſeman,or 

Freeinan or not may Trade in theſe particulars upon the Terms of the A&. 
2. By the 31 Act inthe year 1693 anent: the Communigatien of 'Tratle, 
it is declared, that the Parliament conſidering how juſt; and advantapions 
the Communication.of Trade.would be,to the. whole;Leidges, when . the ſa- 
men'is granted to_the Royal Burrows for Relief-of a-proportional iBurden, 
impoſed upon them for their Trade 3 therefore-the Communication of Trade, 
1 owed to all the Inhabitants of Burghs of Regality, Barony and others 
provid- 


Servitors, the Tradeſmen of the Burgh of 


providing they pay a proportional part of the Burden to the Royal Burghs for 
their Relief. By which it is evident, that the defign of the ſaid AQ is plainly 
this, that every perſon in the Nation ſhould have the benefit of Trade, pro- 
viding they pay a Proportion of the Publick Burdens with the Royal Bur- 
rows ; So that ſeing we are Stented, and are Willing, and does pay a Pro- 
portion of tbe Publick Burdens of the Burgh, we ought to have the Benefit of 
Trade, conform to the ſaid AQt. G 

4. The Benefite of Trade that is yang aero to any of the Leiges, who are 
not Burgeſſes of Royal-Burghs, cannot be denyed to us, nor can we be in a 
worle caſe as to our Liberty of Trading, that we are Burgeſses, than if we 
were not, neither can we conceave how that —— of Trading ſhould be 
refuſed to us that is competent by the Laws to any Subfct ; For by that Rule 
if this ſhould be denyed to us, we ſhould not be allowed to fell 4 Pint of 
Ale, or a Loaf of Bread, unleſs we renunce our Craft, which we think will 
hardly be aflerted. OEOOT Es: | 

5s. As Craftsmen by the Law may Trade in theſe particulars, ſo it is the 
Intereſt of the Nation, that all ſhould be allowed totrade inthe ſame, becauſe 
the more perſons that are allowed to trade, it will make Trade more univer- 
ſal, and the Leidges will be better ſerved, and at chaper Rates than when 
they are reſtricted to a few periots. _ 

6 If Craftſmen were not allowed to Trade in Merchandizing, without 
quitting and giving over their Trade,it might fall out in « place that all the 
Tradiemen might give over their Crafts, ef purpoſe to haye the Priviledge 
of Merchandizing. and then how ſhould the Countrey be ſerved as to theſe 
Trades, And many of thele Trades are ſo meanand inconfiderable, that in 
ſeveral places they could not fubtiſt and maintain their Families by * their 
Trade, unleſs they were allowed to Merchandize ia the fereſaids particulars, 

9. As wehave Right by Law, to Trade io the ſaids Particulars, ſo we have 
been in conſtant uſe paſt all memory of man, to. Trade in native - Commodi- 
ties, without obliging us to renounce our Trade,ſo that we eannot be refirained 
to ule Merchandize as to theſe particulars, in which we have been - always in 
uſe to Trade, oo ns PROT EN Cv's x 

8, The praQtice of othet Royal Burghs of the Nation, and particularly 
of the Burgh of #di»bsrgh, ought to be the Rule in ſuch Caſes. And: ir.is 
very wellknown. that in Zdinbargh andall other Royal Burghs of the Nation, 
Tradeſmen may Trade in all native Commodities, and Export the ſame off 
the Countrey, and Retail Forreign Commodities, which they buy from Free- 
men of Royal Burrows, "> 

9, It is the practiſe of the ſame Burgh of Srirling, that perſons of ſeveral 
Crafts in the Town, are allowed te Metchandize, and to keep Shops, ſuch as 
Lirſters,, Coupars, Wrights, Glafiers, Maſons, and ſeveral other Trades ; 
and ſome of theſe Trades are net only allowed to keep Shops and exerciſe Mer- 
chancize, but are admitted to the Magiſtracy » And at preſent. there is one 
of the Baillies a Coupar, anothera Lirfter, and a third a Glafier who is a 
Counſellor, and yer till exerciſes their ſeveral Crafts, and are not obliged to 
renounce the ſame > and how that Priyjledye can bedenyed tous who axe of o- 


ther Crafts it is altogether paſt our Comprehenſion 


10, The Dean of Guild and Merchants were ſo convinced, that there was 
no ground to reftrain usfrom Trading in the native Commodities of rhe Coun- 
trey, without renouncing eur Crafe, that there is.not ſo rhwuch as mention ma.;< 
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of that inall their Declaratoe: For all that they Lybel and crave; is only that 
we may be Diſcha.ged to trade in Stapleand Forreign Commodities, As ts 
which, all wecrave, isonly that we may be allowed to Retail Staple Commar 
dities, which we ſhall buy from Freemen of Royal Burrows, as is clearly allow- 
ed by the foreſaids Ads of Parliament, ; 
And whereas it is alledged, tha: the late Acts of Parliament are only to be 
underſtood in the terms of the old Act of Parliament of King James the 3d, by 
which no Craftſman can exerciſe Merchandize unleſs he renounce his Craft : 4 
alſo, that the toreſaids late Acts of Parliamene, are only in fayours of Inhabi- 
tants of Burghs of Barony and Regality, and not in favours of Craftfmen; Bur- 
geſſes of Royal Burghs, | 

it isanſwered, 1] hat the forefaids Atsof Parliament, and Reaſons above- 
mentioned are opponed, by which all the Leidges are allowed to Trade in 
the ſaids particulars: and that which isaJlowed to every perſon in the Nation, 
cannot be denied to Craftſmen Burgeſſes of Royal Burghs, et qui owni dicit ni- 
bil excipit 3. And ſeing by the ſaid AR, a'l and every one of the Leidges are al- 
lowed to Tradeio the foreſaids particulars, much more Craftſmers who are 
Burgeſſes of Royal Burghs,8 may pretend to greater priviledges by their being 
Burgeſſes, maybe allowed to Trade in the ſamen,8& that without being oblig= 
ed to renounce their Craft , and whatever is provided by the foreſaid old A& 
of Parliament; yet the ſamine is altered and innovat by the late Acts of Parlia- 
ment, in relation to Trade. 4. Theſiids late As of Parliawent are not only 
in Favours of Burghs of Barrony and Regality, but likewiſe of the whole Leids 
ges, and as the AR mentions the Inhabitants of Bu: ghs of Regality and Barro- 
ny, ſoit likewiſe fays,and of all others,and this Word( «lb others ) does certain, 
ly comprehend all perſons without diſtinQion, whecher Cey teCr>feſmen, Inhabis 
ta ts ofiBurgh+Royal or eiſc where,and it will ſeetn very ſtrange;ibat thar Pri- 
viledge that is allowed to an Inhabitant of a Burgh of Regality or Ba#rony, 
ſhould be denied to an Inhabitant of a Burgh Royal, much more that ir ſhould 
bedenied to a Craftſman Burges of a Royal Burghs ſothat the urmoRR import 
of the foreſaid AR of Parliament of K, Jawes the third, as the Law gnow Rtaiids 
can only be this, That before any Craftſman be admitted to Trade, asto 
the importing of ForreignCommoditiesand exerciſing Merchandiceas to theſe things 
that are only peculiar toMerchants, that they ſhould renounce their Craft, but as 
to all manner of Trading and Merchandizing that is competent to any of the Leid- 
ges, ſuch as the Trading inNative Commodities, an: Retailing of Foreign Commo- 
dities, which they buyfrom Merchants Freemen of Burghs Royal, Crafifnen as well 
asothers, ought to be allowed to Trade in the ſamen, without being obliged to re» 


nouncetheir Craſts: 


It is therefore humbly craved, That your Lordſhips maybe pleaſed to re- 
{ume to your conſideration the foreſaid Interlocutor, and to ſuſtain our De- 
darator, and that we may be allowed to Trade in the aids particulars, 
without being obliged to renounce our Crafts: Andif any difficulty remain- 
ed, thisbeing a matter of univerſal concernment toall the Craftſmen in the 
Nation,and of very great conſequence to us in particular: and that this will 
bea leading caſe, that ve may be allowed a Hearing in your own preſence 
and your Lordſhips Anſwer: n 
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